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Mr. Kobik’s Corner 

December has arrived and 2022 is quickly 

drawing to a close! During the initial portion 

of this school year, our children have accom-

plished so much and December is a great time 

to reflect on past achievements while planning 

to move ahead in the new calendar year.  The 

practice of goal setting is an important compo-

nent in the measuring of growth and our chil-

dren continue to show that they are develop-

ing academically and socially. Our children 

have developed their understanding of mathe-

matical and literacy concepts with an empha-

sis towards building their reading fluency, 

reading comprehension, and math problem 

solving skills.  The use of learning centers, 

guided reading instruction, and the incorpora-

tion of technology have promoted student en-

gagement with curricular content and en-

hanced our children’s motivation towards un-

derstanding presented concepts. Additionally, 

many students have been recognized through 

our various character education programs that 

promote student focus towards the recognition 

of their ability to make good choices that fos-

ter a cooperative spirit and the importance of 

respectful behavior as they move throughout 

their day. You will notice in this edition of the 

Janvier Journal articles that inform you of 

grade – level classroom activities, updates 

from Related Arts classes, and information 

from our Basic Skills Team. Of note, the 

Basic Skill article communicates information 

about the importance of reading to your child. 

With the upcoming Winter Break in mind, the 

opportunity for learning never takes a vaca-

tion.  For example, playing board and 

card games can be used to reinforce 

counting and math skills, your child may 

continue to develop their writing ability 

by creating a news article based on infor-

mation garnered at a family gathering, or 

allowing your child to help prepare a 

meal can lead to an increased under-

standing of measurement skills.  All of 

these activities combined with your sup-

port will enhance your child’s confidence 

and encourage their understanding of the 

active role that they can take in their own 

learning.  The entire Mary F. Janvier Ele-

mentary School staff continues to appre-

ciate the support that you have shown 

towards our school and we wish all of 

you a healthy and happy 2023! 
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The Christmas season has officially started 
in Preschool as Mrs. Belko’s classroom has 
transformed into The North Pole!  The Pre-
school students are given daily opportunities 
to participate in play-based learning centers, 
all of which have been turned into “Elf  Sta-
tions” that the students are assigned to each 
day.  The Fine Motor Center has been trans-
formed into the wrapping station, where 
students are exploring Math and Science 
concepts of size and capacity, all while en-
hancing their fine motor skills by wrapping 
gifts in bags, boxes, and wrapping paper.  
The Dramatic Play Center has been trans-
formed into Santa’s workshop, where stu-
dents can work on language development, 
practice conflict resolution and explore self-
empowerment while decorating Santa’s 

Santa’s Workshop Comes to Pre-K 

Christmas tree, baking holiday cookies in 
the oven and stuffing stockings with 
toys.  The Block Center has been trans-
formed into the toy building station, 
where students are able to practice spa-
tial awareness and hand-eye coordination 
by creating various toys that Santa will 
deliver on Christmas Eve.  Students in 
this center are also working on building 
their creativity, independence and confi-
dence through trial and error of their 
Christmas creations.  The Writing Center 
has been transformed into the most im-
portant Elf Station of all, the be-loved 
mail station, where students are given the 
opportunity to write their wish lists for 
Santa.  In this station, students are prac-
ticing life-skills and enhancing their fine 

 

It’s beginning to look a lot like winter in 
the Janvier Art Room!  Kindergarten stu-
dents recently created cookie sculptures 
out of “model magic” clay.  We changed 
the color of the clay using markers and 
then cut the shapes using real cookie cut-
ters!  Students will be bringing their 
“cookie trays” home in the near future.  
First Grade artists have been learning 
about Vincent van Gogh’s Starry Night 
and the element of art, space.  Their  win-
ter landscapes are getting collaged ever-
green trees this week with more magical 
details in store for next week.  The stu-
dents are already proud of their work and 
are beyond excited to bring them home 
soon.  Second Graders are continuing 

their understanding of the element of 
space.  After finishing some pumpkin 
landscapes, students painted a beautiful 
background for what will soon be a 
winter wonderland masterpiece!  These 
students are expanding their knowledge 
of color theory (tints, shades, hues) as 
well as how and what creates form 
shadows and cast shadows.  Wait until 
you see their work at the Second Grade 
Art show this May—you won’t want to 
miss it! 

What’s Happening in Art Class 

What’s Happening In Computer Class 

We have been learning a lot while in 
Computer class!! Kindergarten has 
learned how to be safe and respectful 
while using technology devices. They 
also have been practicing touchpad 
mouse control and have started identify-
ing letters on the keyboard. In First 
Grade, students have been learning where 
the keys are on the keyboard by listening 
to the song Keyboard Rap by Jack Hart-
man. They have been practicing placing 
their fingers on the home row and click-
ing on the correct keys with the correct 
finger using TypingClub.com. In Second 

 Grade students have been improving 
their words per minute, identifying 
keys on the keyboard, and practic-
ing typing using the correct fingers 
on the keyboard. They also had a 
chance to create a 3D pumpkin for 
Thanksgiving by typing thankful 
sentences and printing them out on 
orange paper. I am super proud of 
all of the students for trying their 
best while working in Computer 
Class!! 

 

motor skills by cutting out pictures from 
toy catalogues, labeling envelopes with 
writing, and folding their lists up into en-
velopes.  When they are finished, they 
place their letter to Santa in a special 
classroom mailbox that gets delivered to 
Santa each night by the classroom Elf, 
Cookie. 
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            Happy Holidays From The Library 

What a wonderful time we have 
been having in the Library this 
year!  The students have been do-
ing an excellent job!  We have 
learned a lot about book care and 
the parts of the book, so far.  Our 
focus in the Library will now be 
reading stories by noteworthy au-
thors and illustrators.  Please have 
your child keep their library book 
in a Ziploc bag and place it in their 
backpack after they read it so that 
they may select a new book on 
their Library day.  The Library also 
subscribes to free e-books that can 

be accessed on any computer at 
www.tumblebooks.com.  Type in 
the username: janvier and the pass-
word: books.  Books make terrific 
gifts.  Their enjoyment lasts long 
after the season is over.  You might 
want to consider the books listed in 
this newsletter as you plan your 
holiday purchases.  Listed below 
are some grade level appropriate 
selections in order to help you get 
started. 

WAYS TO TALK WITH YOUR 
CHILD ABOUT BOOKS 

1. Ask your child to predict what 
might happen next while reading a 
story. Be sure to ask your child to give 
reasons for the prediction. 
2. Ask your child why a character 
might have taken a specific action. 
Again, ask for the reasons behind the 
answer. 
3. Ask your child to compare a book 
to another familiar book. How are the 
characters alike or different? Do the 
stories take place in similar places? 
How are the illustrations similar or 
different? 
4.   Ask what part of the story the child  

liked best and why. 
5. Ask whether the child liked the end-
ing of the story and why or why not. 
 
WAYS TO HELP YOUR CHILD 
CONNECT READING AND 
WRITING 

1. Encourage your child to draw pic-
tures about books or experiences. 
Drawing is a preparation for writing 
because it develops both the muscles 
needed for writing and children’s abil-
ity to represent their ideas. 
2. Help your child write a sentence or 
two about what they have read.  Pro-
vide sentence starters for younger chil-
dren. 

3.  Help your child to compose a note 
to a relative or friend.  Younger chil-
dren can dictate the note while you 
write it.  Writing thank-you notes for 
gifts is a great writing activity for the 
upcoming winter break. 

Kindergarten First Grade Second Grade 

Max and Ruby Series Frog and Toad Series Magic Treehouse Series 

Clifford Series Henry and Mudge Series Geronimo Stilton Series 

Biscuit Series Pete the Cat Series American Girl Series 

Fly Guy Series Junie B. Jones Series Owl Diaries Series 

Books by Eric Carle Scholastic Branches Books Puppy Place Series 

Nursery Rhymes Books by Mo Willems Ramona Series 

Books by Dr. Seuss Books by Dr. Seuss Books by Dr. Seuss 

Books by Mercer Mayer Fly Guy Series Dog Man Series 
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Each year, Janvier celebrates the 
lead up to the holiday season with 
a school - wide Spirit Week. On 
Thursday, December 22, Kinder-
garten will celebrate Polar Express 
Day with a hallway transfor-
mation. Students will enter into a 
winter wonderland that is com-
plete with snowy scenes, train 
tracks and a giant train at the end 
of the hallway. They will get to 
wear their coziest pajamas as they 
take part in listening to the Polar 

Express storybook and engage in 
many themed educational activi-
ties. The Kindergarten team is 
very excited for this day and can’t 
wait for our classes to experience 
all the fun during this special time. 
We wish everyone a wonderful 
holiday season!  

First Grade Learns About Holidays Around The World 

Learning New Things In Math In Second Grade 

We are so excited for the month of 
December in 1st Grade. As a grade 
level, we are learning about holidays 
all around the world! Each teacher 
has chosen a country to focus on. The 
teacher then travels to the different 
rooms and reads a story and com-
pletes a craft with the classroom. Stu-
dents in the pictures have learned 
about Sweden and Germany! In Swe-
den, students made their own Tomte, 
which is a Christmas Gnome that de-
livers Christmas presents. Students  
who learned about Germany learned 
that a big celebration activity is creat-
ing gingerbread houses and people. 
Students worked as a team to trace a 
friend and create a life size ginger-

bread person! The students had a 
wonderful time exploring and learn-
ing all about different holidays around 
the world! We cannot wait to continue 
our adventures throughout the holiday 
season!  

The Second Graders have been work-
ing on our second unit in Math. This 
unit spans a few months and includes 
two-digit addition, two-digit subtrac-
tion, word problems, telling time, and 
counting money.  When we are teach-
ing two-digit addition and subtraction 
we do not frequently use the tradi-
tional method of "carrying the one" or 
"borrowing".  We have been using 
base - ten blocks, number lines, de-
composing, and/or friendly numbers 
in order to promote mental math and 
number sense. This December, we 
have just started learning about mon-

ey with a focus on coins. When we 
return after winter break we will fin-
ish unit two by telling time to the 
nearest 5 minutes. Students greatly 
benefit from real world practice using 
actual clocks and real money. Some 
ways you can practice money at home 
are to have your child count a handful 
of coins, pay at the cash register, or 
play “store” using real coins. It's so 
much more fun to count real coins 
than our plastic school money! To 
practice time you can let your child 
wear a watch with an analog face, ask 
them what time the clock says, and 

discuss clocks when you see them in dif-
ferent places.  Providing these real world 
experiences with time and money will 
reinforce the activities completed in 
class.   


